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| 1 M very | ſeoſible 1 . a Weak: 
3 neſs and Preſumption it is, to 
reaſon againſt the general Hu- 
mour and Diſpoſition of the 
World. I remember it was with 
great Juſtice, and a due Regard "VR; 
1 A 3 8 
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the Freedom both of the Publick 


and the Preſs, forbidden woe ſe⸗ 
veral Penalties to Wi 


ite, or Diſ⸗- 
courſe, or ay Wagers int the 
— even before it was con- 
firmed by Parliament, becauſe that 
was look'd upon as a Deſign, to 


oppaſe the Current of the People; 


Which, beſides the Folly of it, is 
a manifeſt Breach of the Funda- 


mental Law that makes this Majo- 


rity of Opinion the Voice of God. 
In like manner, and for the very | 
ſame Reaſons, it may perhaps be 

neither ſafe nor prudent to argue 
againſt the Aboliſhing of Chriſtia- 


nity; at a. Juncture, When all Par- 


ties ſeem ſo. unanimouſly det&rmi- 
ned upon the Point, as we can- 
not but allow from their Actions, 


their Diſcourſes, and their Writings. 


However, I know not how, Whe- 
ther from the Affectation of 'Singu- 


| larity, or the Perverſeneſs of Human 


Nature, but ſo it unhappily falls 
our, that I cannot be entirely of 


this pres: was though I were 


-. 


_ ture 


| 
1 


2 A * * 
7 
> " th. N 
1 
18 * 
. 
g - 


ſure an Order were iſſued out for 


my immediate Proſecution by the 

EZ. Attorney-General, I ſhould ſtill con- 

feſs, that in the preſent Poſture of our 

3 Afairs at home or abroad, I do not 

yet ſee the abſolute Neceſſity of ex- 

tirpating the Chriſtian Religion from 
among us. 20 K 


THIS, perhaps, may appear 
too great a Paradox, even for our 
wiſe and paradoxical Age to endure; 
therefore I ſhall handle it with all 


Tenderneſs, and with the urmoſt 


Deference to that great and profound 
Majority which is of another Senti- 
ment. s e 


Dag. | 


AND yet the Curious may pleaſe 


to obſerve, how much the Genius 


of a Nation is liable to alter in 
half an Age. I have heard it af- 
firmed for certain by ſome very old 


People, that the contrary Opinion 


was, even in their Memories, as much 


in Vogue as the aber e now ; and, 
That a Project for the Aboliſling 


Of 


ee te NR 


[8] 


of Chriſtianity would then have ap- 
peared as ſingular, and been thought 
as abſurd, as it would be at this 
Time, to Write or Diſcourſe in its 
ee. le ET ae Ie 


THEREFORE I freely own, 
That all Appearances are againſt 
me. The Syſtem of the Goſpel, 
after the Fate of other Syſtems, is - 
generally antiquated and exploded; 
and the Maſs or Body of the Com- 
mon People, among whom it ſeems 
to have had its lateſt Credit, are 
now grown as much aſhamed of 
it as their Betters. Opinions, like 
Faſhions, always deſcending from 
thoſe of Quality to the Middle Sort, 
and from thence to the Vulgar, 
where at length they are dropt and 


BUT here I would not be mi- 
ſtaken, and muſt therefore be fo 
bold as to borrow a Diſtinction from 
the Writers on the other ſide, when 
they make a Difference betwixt No- 
A minal 
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minal and Real Triuitari ans. 1 
hope no Reader imagines me ſo weak 
to ſtand up in the Defence of Real 


henne FE as uſed. 0 1 8. 
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THERE FORT I think this Cart 
tion was in it ſelf altogether unneceſ-' 
ſary (which I have inſerted only to 
prevent all Poſſibility of Cavilling)' 
ſince . candid Reader will eafily 
underſtand my Diſcourſe to be inten- 
ded only in Defence of N ominal Chri- 
ſtianity; the other having been for” | 
ſome time Wholly hid aſide by gene- 
ral Conſent, a8 utterly incoufftent 
with'alFour preſent yo of Wealth 
and Tower. | . Os - 


3 whi ve FO therefors | 
4 cat off the Name and Title of Chri- 
ſtians, chough the eral OY Opint-' | 
on and Refolution fo violent for” | 
1 I. 'conf fs T cannot (with Sub. 3 
miſſion) ap rehend the e 0 $ 
neceſſary. Hevever inte the U 1 
takers pro oſe ſuck wonderful FER N 
Vantages x the Nation by this Pro- 
jeh and advance many plauſable | 
Objeftions againſt the Syitems of | 
Chriſtianity, I ſhall briefly conſider | 
the een of _ fairly allow 


them 
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all the gaod- Intentions of the Le- 
Fgiflature, as we have lately found 
® 125 a ſevere Inſtance. For it is con- 
fidently reported, that two Young 
XZ Geatlemen of real Hopes, bright 
Wit, and profound Judgment, who 
upon a thorough Examination of 
Cauſes and Effects, and by the meer 
Force of natural Abilities, without 
the leaſt TinQure of Learning, hav- 
ing made a Diſcovery, that there 


PX 
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was no God, and generouſly com- 
municating their Thoughts for the 
Good of the Publick; were ſome 
time ago, by an unparalleIPd Seve- 
rity, and upon I know not what ob- 
ſolete Law, broke for Bla ſphemy. 
And as it hath been wiſely obſerved, 


IT Perſecution once begins, no Man b 
alive knows how far it may reach, or 


where it will ene. 
IN anſwer to all which, with 
Deference to wiſer Judgments, I 
think this rather ſhews the Neceflity 
of a Nomina! Religion among us. 
Great Wits love to be free with the 
Higheſt Objects; and if they cannot 


be allowed a God to revile or re- 
nounce, they will ſpeak Evil of Dig- 


nities, abuſe the Government, and 
reflect upon the Miniſtry , which 1 


am ſure few will deny to be of much 
more pernicious Conſequence, accord- 


rum Offenſa Diis care. As to the par- 


ws. 


+ 
* 
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ticular Fact related, I think it is not 
fair to argue from one Inſtance, per- 


haps another cannot be produced, 
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yet (to the Comfort of all thoſe 
who may be apprehenſive of Perſe- 
cution) Blaſphemy we know is free 


ſpoke a Million of times in every Cot- 
fee-Houſe and Tavern, or where- 


ever elſe good Company meet. It 
muſt be allowed indeed, that to Break 
an Engliſb Free born Officer only for 
Blaſphemy, was, to ſpeak the gentleft 
of ſuch an Action, a very high ſtrain 


of abſolute Power. Little can be 


ſaid in Excuſe for the General; Per- 


haps he was afraid it might give Of- 


fence to the Allies, among whom, for 
ought we know, it may be the Cu- 


ſtom of the Country to believe a 
God. But if he argued, as ſome have 


done, upon a miſtaken Principle, that 
an Officer who is guilty of ſpeak- 
ing Blaſphemy, may ſome time or 


other proceed ſo far as to raiſe a Mu- 


tiny, the Conſequence is by no means 


to be admitted; For, ſurely, the 


Commander of an Exgliſb Army is 
like to be but ill obey'd, whoſe Sol- 
diers fear and reverence him as little 
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II is further objected againſt the 
4 ape Spſon, that it obliges Men 
to the Belief of Things too difficult 
for lee Thinkers, and ſuch who have 
ſhook off the Prejudices that uſually 
cling to. a confin'd Education, To 
Which I anſwer, that Men fhould 
be cautious how they raiſe Objections 
Which reflect upon the Wiſdom of 
the Nation. Is not every Body free- 
Jy. allowed to believe whatever he 
Pleaſes, and .to. publiſh his Belief to 
he World whenever he thinks fir, 
eſpecially if it ſerves. to ſtrengthen 
the Party which is in the Right? 
Would any indifferent Foreigner, 
Who ſhould: read the Trumpery late- 
ly written by A/, gil, Tindall, Toland,. 
Coward, and Forty more, imagine 
the Goſpel to be our Rule of Faith, 
apd to be confirmed by Parliaments ? 
Does any Man either Believe, or 
fay he believes, or deſire to have it 
thought that he ſays he Believes, one 
Sybable of the Matter? and is any 
Man worſe received upon that Score? 


_ FH 3 
ot does he find his want of Nomi- 
nal Faith a Diſadvantage to him in 
the Purſuit of any Civil or Milita- 
ry Employment? What if there be. 
an old dormant Statute or two againſt 
him, are they not now obſolete, to 
a degree, that Empſon and Duale them- 
ſelves, if they were now alive, would 
find it Impoble t6 put them in Exe- 
cution! A 


1 is likewiſe urged, that there 
are, by Computation, in this King- 
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But then, on the other ſi de; feral, 
Things deſerve to be. conſidered. like- 
wiſe :; As, Firſt, Whether it may not 
he thoug * neceſſary that in certain 
. Tracts 4 Country, like what we 
call Fariſhes, there ſhould be one 
Mai at lea tl of Abilities, to Read 
and Write. Then it ſeems a. wrong 
Computation, that the Revenues: of: 
the Church throughout this Iſland, 
would be large enough to maintain 
Two hundred Young Gentlemen, or 
even half that Number, after the 
| preſent . refined way. of Living, that 
iz, to allow each of them ſuch à Rent, |. 
as in the modern Form of Speech, 
We. make them Eaſy. But ſtill 
ftthere is in this Project a greater Mif- 
chief behind; And we ought. to be · 
Ware of the Woman's Folly , Who 
Killed the Hen that every Morning 
laid her a Golden Egg. For, 7 
what would become of the R 
of Men in tlie next Age, if we pad 
nothing to truſt to beſides the Scro- 
Phulous, conſumptive Produc ions, 
ne by * Men of Wien : 
= 


3L<: 


Lacd 


Pleaſure, when having ſquandered 
away their Vigour, Health, and E- 7 
Mates, they are forced by ſome diſ- 
agreeable Marriage to piece up their 
broken Fortunes, and entail Rot- 
tennneſs and Politeneſs on their Po- 
ſterity ? Now, here are Ten Thou- 
ſand Perſons, reduced by the wiſe 
Regulations of Heury the Eighth, to 
the Neceſſity of a low Dyer, and 
moderate Exerciſe, who are the on- 
ly great Reſtorers of our Breed, with 
out which the Nation would in au 
Age or two become but one great Hoſ- 
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pital. 


ANOTHER Advantage pro? 
poſed by the Aboliſhing of Chriſti- 
anity is the clear Gain of one Day 
in Seven, Which is now entirely 

loft, and conſequently the King 
dom one Seventh leſs conſiderable 
in Trade, Buſineſs, and Pleaſure; 
beſides the Loſs to the Publick ok 
ſo many Stately Structures, now” 
in the Hands of the Clergy, which 
might be co 


onverted into hy- Heu- 
2139 19G 953979 V2 te 


a 


W LTnNIS can 


; © s 9 
* % 
>, CEA” 
= 
4 
9 5 *. 4 
| 


to prepare 


N - * | 1 
Brie 1 


Las 


I would ſain Why how it can 


* 
* of , 
w * 
* * + 
- —_ 4 
* % 


| ct oe 


2 
95 225 0 
extioguiſh 
mov 


Parties a 
E 


& WH Ac] 


Fer ian 15 


W 5 2 3 8 i 
* . ' 
fo or — 4 * * ** — — - -- * % +4 N 
* . 
K's gs fo gee of ? Where mote Rat- 


fas then of 10 U and, Whete 


, " 
« 
—.— —— ſ— — Ing 
« Fa Oo — ͤ— 


= 
ad 
— 


— — . N 
of * R * - 
_ " a FIR — „ * N 
. 2 — — N 
= — — — * = 1 
r 8 
n - — 5 
J — 7 > _—  — = - — — — — "4 K . 
_ — I 
N 2 
Ge — wes — ee pa — - — —— — — * 2288 | 5 
— N — k i a 92 N 
— — — r 
— <-_ ä 
— — ä tt oo — —— — 
— — ; = — 
. — 
— * — , 


4 — — 


: * 


k 20 Þ % 
1 CONFESS, if it were ce 
tain, That ſo great an Advantage 
would redound to the Nation hy 
this Expedient, I would ſubmir and 
be ſilent: But will any Man fay, 


Ik that if the Words Whoring, Drink- 


zg, Cheating, Lying, Stealing, were 


| by AR of Parliament deen our 
O 


the Enzliſh Tongue and DiQio- 
naries, we ſhould all awake next 
Morning Chaſte and Temperate, Ho- 
neſt and Juſt, and Lovers of Truth. 
Is this a fair Conſequence ? Or if 
the Phyſicians would forbid us to. 
pronounce the Words Fox, Goat, 
Rheamatiſm, and Stone, would that 
Expedient ſerve, like ſo many T. 
liſmans, to deſtroy the Diſeaſes them - 
ſelves? Are Party and Faction root- 
ed in Mens Hearts no deeper than 
Phraſes borrowed from. Religion, or 
founded ppon no firmer Principles? 
And is our Language ſo poor, that 
we cannot find other Terms to ex- 
preſs them? Are Envy, Pride, A. 
yarice, and Ambition, ſuch ill No- 
am RG _,. 
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ls that they cannot "furniſh 
Appellations for their Owners? Will 
not Heydaukes and Mamalghes, Man- 
daring and Patſhaws, or. any other 
Words formed at Pleaſufe, ſerve to 
diſtinguiſh. thoſe, who te in the 
Miniſtry, from others who Would 
be in it if they could? What, ſor 
inſtance, is eaſter than to vary the 
Form of Speech, and inftead of the 
Word CHU R C H, make is - 
Queſtion in Politicks, Whether the 
MONUMENT be in Dan- 
ger ? Becauſe Religion was neareſt 
at hand to furniſh a few conveni- 
ent Phraſes, is our Invention ſo 
arren; we can find no others? Sup- 
poſe, for Argument Sake, That the 
TORIES favoured Margarita, the 
W H 1.6 S Mrs. Tofts, and the 
* IMMERS Valentini; Would 
t Margaritians, Toftians, and V 
0 be very. rolerable Marks 
of Diſtinction? The Praſini and 
Peneti, Two ' moſt virulent Factions 
in Jtaly, began inf I remember 
Fair) by 'F Piltin ion of Colours 


in 


IN which we 1 7 


r, bores! 
Tae * 9 | 
in t SUA again 19 Hci 
| Ne ef ſo great an Advan- 


tage as. * . in Ft OS | 
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1775 nn as a very ry 
ace Cuſtom, that 
ſhould be ſuffered, mack 
53 EG red and 9 59 

one Day id Seven againſt the 155 
ſulneſs of * thoſe Methods moſt in 
uſe towards the Purſuit of  Gfeat- 
ness, Riches, and Pleaſure, wh 
are the conſtant Practice of atl M en 
alive on the 4 Six. But this 
Objxe&ien, is, I. think, a little un- 
- worthy. ſo refined an Age as qurs, 
L us argue this Maker, RE; 
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Ip al to the Breaſt of a amy 
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Thinker, „Whether in the” 
ratifying 2 predomina ot, 
th not always felt a 
del neitemegt, * reflettir 
it WAS A Thipg for An 
therefore we ſee, in Vier ro culti- 
vate this Teſt, the Wiſdom of the 

Nation hath "taken ſpecial Care, 
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. the Ladies ſhould be furniſh- 


ith Prohibited $ Wi, and Wee | 
Men with Frobibited 4 : And 

it Were o be w that, 
ſome other Probibitions — re Pro- 
improve the Plea- 
Yrs of the 4 a: for I 15 
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Advantage, 1. he Publick,, parent if 


0 » Reben Win of Cours: 
Al nithed, f * 9 ever, and conſe- 
d ah along with i thoſe grie- 
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vous Prejudices of Education, which 
under the Names of Vertue, Con- 
ſcience, Honour, Juſtice, -and the 
like, are ſo apt to diſturb the Peace 
of Human Minds, and the Notions 
whereof are ſo hard to be eradicated. 
by right Reaſon or Free- Thinking, 
ſometimes during the whole Courſe of 
— I... 


HERE firſt T obſerve how dif- 

ficult it is to get rid of a Phraſe, 

which. the World is once grown 

fond of, though the Occaſion that 

firſt produced it, be entirely taken 
away.: For ſome Years. paſt, if a 
Man had but an ill-favoured Noſe, 

the deep Thinkers of the Age would 
ſome Way or other contrive to im- 
pute the Cauſe to the Prejudice of 
his Education. From this Fountain 
were ſaid to be derived all our foo- 
liſh Notions of Fuſtice, Piety, Love 
of our Country, all our Opinions 
of G O D, or a Future State, of 
Heaven, Hell, and the like. And 
there might formerly perhaps have 
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been ſome Pretence for this cha 
But, fo, effeQtual Care hath beet 
fince taken to remove thofe. Preju- 


dices, by an entire Change in the 
Methods of Education, (that with 


Honour 1 mention ic to our po- 


lite Innovators ) the Young Genes: 


men, who ate now on de Sc ne, 
ſeem to have not. the leaſt Tin 
left of thoſe Infuſions, or String 15 
thoſe Weeds, and by conſequence She 
Reafon for Abolifhing Nominal Chri- 
cat. upon that . i Wan | 
ceas'd. of 


FO R the reſt, + may FL 
amt a Controverſy , 8 thi 


Baniſhing all Notions of Religion 
 whatfoever, would be convenient 


for the Vulgar. Nor that I am 
in the leaſt of Opinion with thoſe, 


who hold Religion to have been 


the Invention of Politicians; xo keep 
the lower Part of the World in in 
Awe by the Fear of Iaviſible Pow» 


ers; unleſs Mankind were then ve· 
| ry e different my what it 1s now: 


8 ally 


ay 


L 26. 


For I look upon the Maſs or Bo- 


dy of our People here in Eng- 


tand, to be as Free- Thinkers, that 
is to ſay, as ſtanch Unbelievers, as 
any of the higheſt Rank. But I con- 
ceive ſome fcattered Notions about 


2 Superiour-.Power, to be of fin- 


gular Uſe for the Common Peo- 
ple, as . furniſhing excellent Materi- 
als to keep Children quiet, when 
they grow peeviſh, and providing. 
Topicks of Amuſement in a tedious 


Winter Night. 


LASTLY, *'Tis propoſed as 
a. ſingular. Advantage, that the A- 
boliſhing of Chriſtianity will very 
much contribute to the Uniting of 
PROTESTANTS, by enlarging 
the Terms of Communion ſo as to 
take in all Sorts of DISSENTERS, 
Who are now ſhut out of the Pale 
vpon Account of a few Ceremo- 
nies, which all Sides. confeſs to be 
Things indifferent: That this alone 
Will effectually anſwer the great 

CVVVVVVVVVV — * 
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Ends of 1 Nenne for a compre. 
HENSTION, by opening a large 
noble Gate, at which all Bodies ma 

enter; Whereas the Chaffering with 
DISSENTERS, and dodging 

about this or t'other Ceremony, 15 
but like opening a few Wickets, and 
leaving them at Jarr, by which 
no more than one can get in at a 
Time, and that, not without ſtoop- 


ing, and deling, and ſqueezing his 
Body. 3 97 4 


10 all bi 1 Acer That 
there is one darling Inclination of 
Mankind, which uſually affects to 
be a Retainer to Religion, though 
ſhe be neither its Parent, its God - 
mother; nor its Friend; I mean, 
the Spirit of Oppoſition, " that lived 
long before Chriſtianity, and can 
_ eaſily ſubſiſt without it. Let us, 
for inſtance, examine wherein the 
Oppoſition of Sectaries among us 
conſiſts; we ſhall find e 
o have no Share in it at all. 


ſcribe. #6 tar, ** Comte; 
nance, a ſtiff formal Gate, a Sin- 
larity. of Manners, and Habits, 
85 0 j affected Forms and Modes 
of Speech different from the rea- 
fonable Part of Mankind ? Yet, if 
Ebriſtianity did 755 lend its Name, 
to ſtand in the Gap, and to em: 
ploy or. Evert theſe. Humours, they 
uſt. of Neceſſity be ſpent in Con- 
: tra ventions to the Laws of the 
Land, and Diſturbance of the Pub- 
lick Peace. There is a Portion of 
Enthuſiaſm aſſigned to every Na- 
tion, which if it hath. not proper 
Ob) efts. to work on, will burſt out, 
and ſet all into a Flame, At. the 
9175 of a State can be bought by 
ly finging Men a few, Ceremo- 
oe to devour, it is a Purchaſe no 
Wife. Man would refuſe... Let the 
Maſtiffs amuſe e about a 
Sticer 15 kin fluffed With. SANs, 1 
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there 1 few Irregularities i in hu- 


mane Paſſions, which may not have 
recourſe to vent themſelves in ſome 


of thoſe Orders, which are ſo ma- 


ny Retreats ; for. the Speculative, 


the Melancholy, the Proud, the Si- 


lent, the Politick, and the Moroſe, 
to ſpend themſelves, and evaporate 


the Noxious, Particles; for each of 


whom we in this Iſland are, forced 
to provide a ſeveral. Seavf Religi- 


on, to keep them quiet; and when- 


ever Chriſtianity ſhall be aboliſhed, 
the | Legiſlature. muſt find ſome: o- 


ther Expedient to employ-and enter- 
' tain them. For what imports it 


how large a Gate you open, if there 
will be always leſt a Number, Wo 
place a e Ben a Merit in not car 
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HAVING on ena | 


fu moſt important Objections a· 
gainſt Chriſtianity, and the chief 
Advantages propoſed by the Abo- 


bing thereof; 1 ſhall now with 
1 9298 _ 
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equal Deference and Submiſſion to 
wiſer Judgments, as before, pro- 
ceed to mention a few Tnconveni- 
encies that may happen, if the Gof- 
-pel ſhould be repealed ; which per- 
Taps the Projectors: may not have 
AND firſt, I am very ſenſible 
how much the Gentlemen of Wit 
and Pleaſure are apt to murmur, 
and be choqued at the Sight of ſo 
many dagple-tail'd Parſons, that hap- 
pen to fall in their Way, and of- 
fend their Eyes; but at the ſame 
time theſe wiſe Reformers do not 
conſider, what an Advantage and 
Felicity it is, for great Wits to be al- 
ways provided with Objects of Scarn 
and Contempt, in order to exerciſe 
and improve their Talents, and di- 
vert their Spleen from falling on 
each other or on themſelves, eſpecial- 
ly when all this may be done with- 
out the leaſt imaginable Danger to 
eon ing 2058 7 02h 
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AND to urge another Argu- 
ment of a parallel Nature. If Chri- 
ſtianity were once aboliſhed, how 
could the. FREE- THINKERS, 
the Strong Reaſoners, and the Men 
of profound Learning, be able to 
find another Subject fo calculated in 
all Points, whereon to diſplay their 
Abilities? What wonderful Produ- 
Cions of Wit ſhould we be depri- 
ved of, from thoſe whoſe Genius, by. . 
continual PraQtice, hath been whol- 


Lf turned upon Raillery and Inve- 


ives againſt Religion, and would 
therefore never be able to ſhine or 
_ diſtinguiſh themſelves upon any o- 
ther Subject? We are daily com- 


plaining of the great Decline of Wit 
among us, and would we take a- 


way the greateſt, perhaps the only | 
Topick we have left? Who would 
ever have ſuſpected, 48 GIL L for 


a Wit, or TO LAND for a Phi- 
loſopher, if the inexhauſtible Stock 


of Chriſtianity had not been at hand 
to provide them them with Mate- 
rials? What other Subject through 
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all At or ** could have pro: 
duced. TINDALE for a pro- 
found Author, or furniſhed bim 
with Readers * 'T -3ſ6 is the Wife 
Choice of the Subject that alone a- 
dorns and diſtinguiſhes the Writ. 
ter. For had a Hundred ſuch Pens 
as theſe been employed on the ſide 
of Religion, they would have im- 
mediately ſunk t into Silence and Ob- 
livion. = 


NOR do 1 think. it wholly 
phonics or my Fears altogether 

imaginary , that the Aboliſhing of 
Chriſtianity may perhaps bring the 
C Aux cf in Danger, or at leaſt 
put the Senate to the Trouble of 
another Securing Vote. I deſire I 
may not be miſtaken: I am far 
from preſuming to affirm, or to 
think, rhat the Cnurc u is itr 
Danger at preſent, or as Things 
now ſtand; but we know not how 
ſoon it may be ſo, When the Chri- 
ſtian Religion is repealed. As plau- 
fible as this Project — there! —_— 


b — 


* 


TT. n a 7 ” , 5 
4 11 Gia 22 d't this 
And the more inclined to thi 
9 En N = : 
* I LS 23 þ T1 F 7 . x F N f 141 4 0 bo > *1 4 8 'F "od 
* I | J1 


a dangerous Deſigſ᷑ lurk under it; 
Nothing ban be more notorious, 


than that the Atheiſts, Deiſte bes 


nian, Anti. Trinitarians, and other 


Subdiviſions of Free- thinkers, ars 
Perſons of little Zeal for the preſent 
ERclefiaſtical Eftabſiſpmen: Their de- 
clared Opinion is for repealing the 
Sacramental Teſt; they are very! 


indifferenc with regard ro Ceremonies; 
nor do they hold the Jas Divinww 


of Epiſcopacy. Therefore they may 


> 


be intended*/as one 'Politick Step 


towards alteing the Conditrian of 
the Church Eſtabliſhed; and ſetting 


up Presbytery in the ſtead, which 1 


leave to be further conſidered by thoſe 
ar he man. Oc TS SUN Re 
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IN the laft Place, I think nothing 
can be more plain, than that by this 


Expedient, we ſhall run ints'the Evil 


we chiefly pretend to avoid; and 
that the Aboliſhment of the Chriſtian 
Religion, will be the readieſt Courſe 
We can take to introduce Popery. 
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pe ae us er . . 
been thę conſtant Praftice of. the 
 ſuits440 ; ſend over Emiflaries, In | 
Inſtructions to perſonate themſelves 
Members of - the ſeyeral,, prevailing. 
Seets, amongſt, us. 80 it 1 recorded, 
that 4 77 hae at 1 75 mes ap 
peared he Guiſe of 7 8 
Apabap! ike. Tageperdents, 10 Quakers, 
according ag any of theſe were moſt 
W de ſo, ſince the Faſhion hath 
hach-been; taken up of exploding Re. 
sion, the Pepi, Miffanaties have 
not been wanting to mi With, the 
Free- Thinkers; among whom „ Toland 
the great Oraclæ of the Anti. 5 
is an 1riſþ Prieſt, the Son, of an Iriſh 
Prieſt ; and the moſt Na 1 - 
enious, Apthor, of fa Bo called 
Rig bis of the ( Chri) ian Church, was 
19,2 prof r Juncture econcled, & 
the Romiſh, Faith, ;whoſe, true 9 08 $ 
appears by a hundred Paſſages 1 in h 
Treatiſe, he {ill continues. kale 
TIeould add ſome others, to the Num- 
ber; ur the Fact 18 beyond Piu 
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and the * they proceed by 


dence, 
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4 Th We Ir” will no 
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1 right: For fu 
"wv be. 'extidj 11 


ed, the People will 


"never. be 458 Eaſe till they Aud out 
Method of © Worſhip; 


ſome other | 
"which" will as infallibly 107 70 
ee as this well end in Pope 


ny NT therefore, "ir notwithſtand- 


u- 


ing all IL ha ve ſkid, it ſtill 'be thought 


e to have a Bill brought in 
for repealing Chriſtianity ;* I old 
"humbly offer an Amendment; that 


inſtead of the Word, Chriſtianity, 
» may be put Religion in getieral, "which 
I conceive will much better auſwer 
all the good Ends propoſed by the 


ProjeRors of it. For, as long as we 
lea ve in 8 a God and his Provi- 
With 


genes, which curious and inquiſi- 


* tive Men Will be apt to draw ftom 
ſuch Premiſſes, we do nor. frike' at 


the Rodt of che Evil, ' though we 
| ſhould ever fo ef:Qually" — * 


2 "the preſent ' Scheme of, the Goſpe 


. "Rom," of © what uſe is be 
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I!” che nectſary Conſe- 


dom of Action, which is the. ſole 
End, how remote ſoever in Appear- 
" ance, of all Objections againſt Chri- 
ſtianity? and therefore, the Free- 
 *Thinkers conſider it as a ſort of Edi- 
tice, wherein all the Parts have ſuch 
mutual Dependence. on each other, 
that if you happen to pull out one 
1 ne Nail, the W muſt. 
fall tc the Ground. , This was hap- | 
pid) expreſt by, him who had heard 
of a Text brought for proof of the 
ſcript Was differently read ; He there- 
Apen immediately rook the Hint, and 
een long 
e mot; Logically,, Fancluged ; 
__, Why, 1t-it be as you ſay, I may 
-fafely Whore and Drink on, and de- 
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fy the Parſon, From which, pd 
many the like Inſtances eaſy to be 
AI 0 l i fot »; © FE4i. fi foe 4 I 4 25 i 

produced, I think nothing can be 
more manifeſt, than that the; Quarrel 
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of hard digeſtion in the Chriſtian 
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Syſtem, but againſt Religion in ge- 
tn neral, which, by laying — 
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on human Nils bt is” ful pboled the 
great Enemy to ue Pen 8 
e and Adige 


UrON. the whole; ii i Walt will 
ip thought for the Segel of Church 
and fe that Chkiſtianity be abo- 
_ liſhed: ; I conceive However, it may. 
be more convenient f o Ufer the - 
ecution to à time of ve brag 2 
venture in this Conjuncture to difo- 
Wk our Allies, who as it falls Hit, - 
are all'Chiiſtians, and. many of thein, 
by the Prejudices of, their Education 
b bigotted, as to place 4 ſort of Pride | 
in the Appellation, . If upon being 
rejected by them, We Fs to trui 
to an Alliance with the Tark, we 
ſhall find our ſelves much deceived : 
For, as he is too remote, and gene- 
rally engaged in War with the Perſian 
Emperor, ſo his People would be 
more Scandalized at our 19 1 
than our Chriſtian Neighbours. For 
they are not only fri Obſervers ru 
Religious 'Worſhip; but What 
Ee. believe a God, which i 18 EBay 
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